
Eligibility for City Solid Waste Services 
 PREMISES 

TYPE DEFINITION GARBAGE SERVICE 
OPTION 

TRASH (BULKY ITEMS) 
SERVICE OPTIONS 

RECYCLING 
SERVICE OPTIONS 

Residential  - 
Single Family 

A lot, property or parcel upon 
which is located a family unit or a 
house, building or structure or any 
multiple or combination of the 
same wherein there exists no more 
than three (3) family units which 
generate waste, trash, refuse 
and/or garbage. 

Mandatory subscription to 
and participation in the 
weekly city garbage collection 
with the use of city regulated 
garbage carts is required. 

Weekly city trash service is 
available for all city 
residential garbage 
customers, unless specifically 
denied for operational 
reasons. Participation in the 
city trash service is optional.  

Weekly curbside 
recycling service is 
available for all city 
residential garbage 
customers, unless 
specifically denied for 
operational reasons. 
Participation in the 
curbside recycling is 
optional.  

Residential – 
Multifamily 

(served by city 
garbage 

collection 
prior to 

3/20/1997) 

A house, building, structure, or any 
multiple or combination of the 
same on a premises, wherein there 
exists four (4) or more family units, 
served by city garbage collection 
service prior to 3/20/1997. 

These properties may choose 
to stay with weekly city 
garbage collection service or 
use dumpsters provided by a 
commercial solid waste 
collection company. If city 
garbage collection is 
discontinued, the property 
will not be eligible for city 
garbage service in the future. 

Weekly trash collection 
service is only available for 
residential multifamily 
properties that are active, 
current city garbage service 
customers, unless specifically 
denied for operational 
reasons. 

Weekly curbside 
recycling collection 
service is only available 
for residential 
multifamily properties 
that are active, current 
city garbage service 
customers, unless 
specifically denied for 
operational reasons. 

Residential – 
Multifamily 

Unit            
(not served by 

city garbage 
collection 
prior to 

3/20/1997) 

A house, building, structure, or any 
multiple or combination of the 
same on a premises, wherein there 
exists four (4) or more family units, 
not served by city garbage 
collection service prior to 
3/20/1997. 

These properties must use 
dumpsters provided by a 
commercial solid waste 
collection company. City solid 
waste collection services are 
not available. 

These properties must use 
dumpsters provided by a 
commercial solid waste 
collection company. City 
solid waste collection 
services are not available. 

These properties must 
use dumpsters provided 
by a commercial solid 
waste collection 
company. City solid 
waste collection services 
are not available. 
Tenants may use a city 
recycling drop off site 
for their recyclables. 

Non-
Residential 

Any lot, property, building, 
premises or structure within the 
city generating garbage that is not a 
family unit or a multifamily unit as 
herein defined. Nonresidential 
premises shall include, but not be 
limited to, businesses, commercial 
establishments, public buildings, 
churches and nonprofit 
organizations, and any building or 
structure, or part thereof, used in 
connection with or for the 
foregoing, including the purpose of 
carrying on any business, trade, 
occupation or profession for which 
a business license is required by the 
city. 

Non-residential premises are 
REQUIRED to use either the 
city garbage collection 
services or obtain a dumpster 
from a private solid waste 
collection company. Non-
residential customers must 
meet certain eligibility 
requirements if they would 
like to use the city garbage 
collection service: 
• Limited to 1 cart, picked

up 1 time per week
• Must comply with set

out and removal times as
well as placement
requirements for
garbage cart 

City trash service is not 
available non-residential 
premises. Bulky items and 
vegetative debris must be 
placed in a private dumpster 
or hauled to the appropriate 
disposal site. 

Weekly curbside 
recycling service is 
available to non-
residential city garbage 
customers only, unless 
specifically denied for 
operational reasons. 
Participation in curbside 
cardboard recycling is 
optional, and must be 
requested by contacting 
ESD at (205)248-4900 or 
ESD@tuscaloosa.com

Industrial / 
Manufacturing 

Non-residential premises engaged 
in industrial or manufacturing 
concerns 

Non-residential premises 
engaged in industrial or 
manufacturing concerns are 
not eligible for city garbage 
collection services and must 
obtain a dumpster from a 
private solid waste collection 
company.  

City trash service is not 
available to non-residential 
premises engaged in 
industrial or manufacturing 
concerns. Bulky items and 
vegetative debris must be 
placed in a private dumpster 
or hauled to the appropriate 
disposal site. 

City curbside recycling 
service is not available 
to non-residential 
premises engaged in 
industrial or 
manufacturing 
concerns. These 
establishments may use 
a city drop off location 
for their recycling. 
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