
A Reference Guide 
for Homeowners 

  HOUSEHOLD   
  HAZARDOUS   
     WASTE 

What is Household 
Hazardous Waste? 

 Leftover household products that contain 
corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive 
ingredients are considered to be 
"household hazardous waste" or HHW. 
Products that contain hazardous 
ingredients are safe to use when you follow 
the manufacturer's instructions, but 
require special care when you dispose of 
them. If disposed of improperly, these 
wastes can pollute the environment and 
pose a threat to human health. 

Have you ever… 
 

Poured used motor oil, gasoline or 
antifreeze on the ground? 
 

Thrown away dead batteries in your 
garbage cart? 
 

Emptied a partial can of paint  
thinner or cleaning product down 
the drain? 
 

Doing this once or twice may not seem 
like a big deal, but if everyone in  
Tuscaloosa County does this, these small 
amounts equal a BIG water quality  
problem! The average household contains 
between 3 to 10 gallons of hazardous 
wastes. If these wastes are not disposed 
of properly, they can contaminate our  
rivers and lakes. 

The City of Tuscaloosa’s Environmental 
Services Department is proud to offer 
the citizens of Tuscaloosa a safe and   
environmentally acceptable way of         
recycling and disposing their household 
hazardous waste. This is another great 
step towards Tuscaloosa becoming a 
Cool City. Practically every 
household has hazardous materials and 
events such as this will continue to show 
Tuscaloosa’s dedication to improving 
our local environment and reducing the 
overall carbon footprint of the area. 

 Who To Contact 
                 

City of Tuscaloosa  
   Environmental Services Department 
               3441 Kauloosa Ave (temp address) 
              Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
          (205) 248-4900  (phone) 
         (205) 349-0366   (fax) 

Www.tuscaloosa.com/ESD 
         ESD@tuscaloosa.com 
      311 - One Call to City Hall 

City of Tuscaloosa  ♦   Alabama 
 

Version ESD09.2012 

 City of Tuscaloosa 
 ENVIRONMENTAL  
 SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

Shane Daugherty,  ESD Director 



What’s in 
Your 

Home? 

These are just some of  the House-
hold Hazardous Wastes found in 
most homes: 
 
Kitchen: Aerosol cans, floor care 

products, furniture polish, metal     
polish, bleach 

Bathroom: Nail polish, nail polish  
remover, bathroom cleaners 

Garage: Antifreeze, used oils, auto-
motive batteries, brake fluids, car wax 
with solvents, diesel fuel, gasoline, 
kerosene, transmission fluid,          
pesticides, lawn care chemicals 

Workshop: Paintbrush cleaner, glues, 
mineral spirits, paints (oil and latex), 
stains, paint thinner rust remover,  

     turpentine, varnish 
Here & There: Household batteries, 

dry cleaning solvents, fiberglass 
epoxy, gun cleaning solvents, old 
chemistry sets, lighter fluid, moth 
balls, old propane tanks, unmixed pho-
tographic chemicals, septic tank de-
greasers, swimming pool chemicals, 
fluorescent light bulbs, mercury-
containing light bulbs and thermostats. 

SAFER ALTERNATIVES! 
Here are some of  the safe alternative 

products that will get the jobs done well: 
 

Air Freshener: An open box of baking soda 
absorbs refrigerator odors. For garbage carts, 
sprinkle boric acid in the cart. 
 

Antifreeze: Look for the new, less toxic 
brands on the market. 
 

Drain Opener: To prevent clogs, pour 1/4 cup 
baking soda followed by 1/2 cup vinegar. 
When it stops fizzing, flush with boiling    
water. 
 
Moth Repellant: Cedar Chips  in Cheese cloth 
 

Rust Remover: Pour salt over rust, then 
squeeze lime over it. Leave for 2-3 hrs. Use 
rind to scrub off 
 

Window Cleaner: Wipe clean with a mixture 
of 3 Tablespoons of vinegar in 7 quarts of  
water. 
 

Wood Furniture Polish: Combine 1 part lem-
on juice with 2 parts olive oil 
 

Other Recyclables 
 

Electronic Equipment – Save  your 
computers, cell phones, stereos, 
etc...for free recycling at the        
annual E-waste recycling day. Call 
ESD for details on event dates and 
details. 

Rechargeable Batteries -  All       
RECHARGEABLE batteries such 
as cell phone, power tool, laptop 
and vehicle batteries may be 
dropped off  at NO COST at the 
ESD during working hours. These 
are NOT accepted on curbside 
routes or in drop-off  trailers 

Inkjet Cartridges -  All inkjet     
cartridges may be dropped off  for    
recycling at the ESD during work-
ing hours. These are NOT accepted 
on curbside routes or in drop-off   
trailers. Proceeds go to the        
Tuscaloosa Pre-K fund 

White Goods - Items like             
Refrigerators, stoves, and washing       
machines are recycled by the ESD. 
Tuscaloosa Residents my leave the-
se items out on their trash day, sep-
arated from the rest of  their  de-
bris. 
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