
Apartments, condos and other structures 

housing more than two families are 

protected by these fire codes in the City of 

Tuscaloosa. Details and further information 

are inside this brochure.  

 

Tuscaloosa Fire Code, Section 308.3.1 

prohibits use of charcoal grills, gas grills, 

smokers, hibachis or any other open-flame 

cooking appliance on: 

 combustible balconies 

 balconies unprotected by  fire  sprinklers  

 within 10-feet vertically and horizontally 

of combustible materials.  

 

Tuscaloosa Fire Code, Section 308.3.1.1 

prohibits storage of propane tanks on 

combustible balconies or balconies 

unprotected by a fire sprinkler or within      

10-feet of combustible  construction. 

 

 

International Fire Code 313.1 prohibits 

storage, operation or repair of  portable 

cooking equipment inside a building. 
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Tuscaloosa Fire & Rescue Service 

2201 University Blvd. 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 

Phone: 205-248-5420 

 

Alan J. Martin, Fire Chief 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Failure to comply with the Fire Code 

could result in criminal charges    

entailing a $500 fine, court costs, 

restitution payments, and possibly 

incarceration.  In addition, be       

advised that any violation of the fire 

code that causes personal injury or 

property damage may lead to more 

serious criminal charges               

and civil liability. 



 

Outdoor Grilling Safety for  

Multiple-Family Dwellings in  

Tuscaloosa 

 

Cooking on  a balcony in a multi-family 

structure can be dangerous. Many fires start 

each year from flare-ups or flying embers 

contacting combustible materials. Once a fire 

starts, the fuel from the grill can feed the fire 

and cause greater damage. 

Grill Placement 

Charcoal grills, gas grills, 

smokers, hibachis or any other 

open-flame cooking appliance 

are not allowed on: 

 combustible balconies 

 balconies without  fire sprinklers, or 

 within 10-feet vertically and horizontally of 

combustible materials, including: 

buildings, structures, siding 

covered walkways 

roof and tree overhangs 

combustible landscaping (pine straw, 

mulch, trees and shrubs) 

furniture and tablecloths 

These regulations apply to electric grills if the 

grill contains loose heat storage material 

such as lava rocks. 

 

Grill Operation 

 Never leave grill unattended.  

 Keep children, pets at least 36” from grill. 

 Keep grill clean of oils and fats. 

 Cool grill completely before storing. 

 Never use starter fluid on a fire. 

Gas Grills  Gas grills have a higher fire risk than 

other grills. Leaks and breaks account for 50% of 

gas grill fires.  

 If you smell gas while cooking, get away from 

the grill and dial 9-1-1. Do not attempt to move 

the grill.  

 Make sure all connections 

are tight before using gas.  

 Spray soapy water on all gas 

connections and supply 

lines. If you see bubbles, 

turn off tank and try reconnecting or have 

leaking fuel lines serviced before use.  

 Make sure tap is off before changing gas 

cylinder. Change gas cylinders in open air, or 

open doors and windows to provide good 

ventilation. When you’ve finished cooking, turn 

off gas cylinder before grill controls to ensure 

any gas in pipeline is used up.   

 Leave gas grill hood open until ignition occurs. 

 Never store propane gas cylinders indoors or 

within 10-feet of combustible materials. 

Charcoal  Gril ls  

 Spontaneous combustion can occur in 

damp charcoal. Keep it dry and stored in a 

covered metal container. 

 Discard used coals in a metal container 

and douse with water. Wait at least 48 

hours before disposing away from 

combustibles. 

Electric Gri l ls  

 Cords for electric grills must be three-wire 

grounded and of proper size to carry the 

amps or wattage of the grill.  

 Never use an extension cord with an 

electric grill. 

 Electric grills with loose heat storage 

material such as lava rocks must adhere to 

10-feet clearance from all combustibles. 

The Tuscaloosa Fire Code prohibits 

storage of LP-gas containers greater 

than 2 ½ pounds on                              

combustible   balconies                           

or within 10-feet of                                    

combustible materials                     

even if a sprinkler                                 

system is installed.  


