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3

Alabama Department of Corrections

Governor Robert Bentley administered the Oath of Office to ADOC Commissioner Jeff Dunn 

on April 1, 2015. 
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 ADOC’S Mission

To provide for public safety through a 
professionally managed, value based, 
prison system that is safe, secure and 
humane to correctional staff and 
offenders, and offers rehabilitative and 
vocational services for a successful 
transition and re-entry back into society. 

Alabama Department of Corrections



5

Alabama Department of Corrections

 ADOC operates 28 prisons 
– 16 Major Facilities

– 12 Work Release/Community Work 
Centers

– Oldest

• Draper Correctional Facility 
(1939)

• Tutwiler Prison for Women 
(1942)

– Newest

• Bibb Correctional Facility 
(1998)

 General Fund Appropriation 
FY15: $394.3M
– Approximately 3,900 employees 

– Approximately 24,700 inmates

 Correctional Staff
– Total Authorized: 4,854

– Total Assigned: 2,934 (60%)
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Prison Overcrowding is not Unique to Alabama
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National Statistics

 U.S. prison population has risen 700% since 1970.

 1 in 99 adults living behind bars.

 1 in 33 adults are under some form of correctional control: 

county jails, probation, parole, etc.
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Alabama Department of Corrections

 Prison Capacity and Inmate In-House Population

Custody Level Design Capacity Prison Population Percentage

Close                                  5,103                            7,871                      154%               

Medium                             6,065                           12,869                      212%

Minimum                           1,900 3,938 207%  

13,318                          24,678                   185.3%     
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Alabama Department of Corrections

Where We Are Now & How We Got Here

 Prison construction has not kept up with harsher 

penalties for criminal offenders.  “Tough on 

Crime” laws that impose longer sentences for drug 

and habitual offenders have significantly increased 

the inmate population in the state’s prison system.

 From 1978 to 2015, the Alabama jurisdictional 

prison population has increased 467%.

1978 1988 1998 2008 2015  

5,599             12,190             12,190              29,959          31,764       
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Alabama Department of Corrections

 Since 1985 Average Yearly Admissions have 
increased 37%.

1985 1995 2005 2014

4,407                      6,209                      10,677                       11,849    

 Top 5 Convictions

Drug Possession:  2,318

Drug Trafficking: 1,648

Theft Related Offenses: 1,458

Burglary 1-3:  1,272

Robbery 1-3: 960

Total:  7,656  (65%)      
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Alabama Department of Corrections

 Jurisdictional Population (31,764 Inmates)

1st Alabama             Previous                  Total
Incarceration Incarceration Contributed Percent

Jefferson             2,613                       2,327                   4,940              15.6%  
Mobile                1,975                       1,510                   3,485              11.0% 
Montgomery       1,182                         947                    2,129               6.7% 
Madison                 812                         831                    1,643               5.2%  
Houston                 876                         619                    1,495               4.7%
Tuscaloosa        779        676                    1,455    4.6%  
Etowah                  596                          481                    1,077               3.4%
Calhoun                 528             460                      988   3.1%   
Baldwin                 595                         342                      937    2.9% 
Talladega               342                          284                      626                2.0%                        
Morgan                  553                          410                      963                3.0%
Lee                        387                           264                      651                2.0%
Russell                  411                           184                      595                1.9% 
Shelby                   301                           289                      590                1.9%                      
Cullman                254                           263                      517                1.6% 
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Alabama Criminal Justice Reform Bill 

SB67 

 Legislation includes policies to strengthen community-based supervision, 

prioritize prison space for people convicted of violent and dangerous crimes, and 

promote evidence-based services and treatment for people receiving supervision in 

the community. 

 SB67 - Invest $26 million in FY2016 and more than $25 million annually for 

FY2017 through FY2021 for adding 123 Parole Officers, and including funds for 

substance treatment and recidivism-reduction programs. 

 When fully implemented, the legislation is projected to reduce the number of 

people in correctional facilities by 16 percent (or 4,500 inmates) and avert more 

than $380 million in costs associated with expanding prison space over the next 

five years.
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Alabama Criminal Justice Reform Bill 

SB67 

 SB67 creates a Class D felony for certain offenses, alters crime levels for related 

offenses, and creates new offenses based on such classifications.

 The bill provides that for a Class C or D felony offenses, defendants will receive 

a split sentence of no more than two years of confinement and no more than three     

years of probation.
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Improvements and Opportunities 

 Re-Entry Services

 Recognizing the need for substance abuse treatment, job training, 

educational programs, vocational training, life skills training, drug 

treatment programs and affordable transitional housing.

 Diversion Programs

 Advocating for diversionary practices such as Drug Courts, Mental Health 

Courts, Veteran’s Courts, Supervised Re-Entry and Community 

Corrections Programs.
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How We Move Forward to Reduce

Prison Overcrowding

 Full support of Alabama’s Prison Reform Task Force Initiative.

 Involve all levels and branches of government in Criminal Justice Reform to 

bring issues, concerns and suggestions to the table.

 Fully fund SB67 for increasing pre-release and post-release supervision 

programs that have a proven record for reducing recidivism.  ADOC’s SRP and 

CCP Programs have kept the prison population capacity below 200%.  

 ADOC requires a $20 million increase in funding, or at a minimum, level 

funding in FY 2016 to avoid increasing prison population to 195% to 226% of 

capacity.  


