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ZBA-57-21 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Property Owner (X) Petitioner (X)  
University Avenue Church of Christ 
 
Requested Action and Purpose  
Petition for a special exception from the off-street parking regulations 
 
Location and Existing Zoning  
1100 Julia Tutwiler Drive. Zoned I. (Council District 5) 
 
Size and Existing Land Use 
Approximately 1.3 acres, Vacant 
 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning  
North: School, I 
East: McFarland Blvd E 
South: Commercial, BH 
West: Church, I 
 
Applicable Regulations  
Sec. 24-91. – Special exceptions. 
(8) Decrease in required parking 
 
DISCRETIONARY 

a. The applicant should demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that, based on the nature of the 
business and prior experience with such businesses, a reduced number of off-street parking spaces will 
meet reasonably foreseeable requirements. The board should take into account, however, the 
possibility that the property concerned might change hands in the future and be used for a purpose 
requiring more parking. 
 

Sec. 24-122. – Off-street parking requirement. 
Minimum Requirement 
Bank, business or professional office (except where 
otherwise specified) 

One per two hundred fifty (250) square feet of 
building floor area 

Church One per five (5) seats or one per one hundred (100) 
lineal inches of pew space 

 
SUMMARY  
The petitioner is requesting a special exception to reduce the off-street parking in order to build an office for the 
University Avenue Church of Christ, which is directly adjacent to this property. They are currently going through 
a subdivision to create a new lot, as well as rezone the property from Institutional to BGO (which is required by 
code). When subdividing the lot, 24 of the existing spaces will be located on the new lot. These spaces will be 
reduced to 23 spaces during development. 
 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTVIISPEX_S24-91SPEX
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The new office is required to have 102 parking spaces (30,000 square foot building with a requirement of one 
space per 250 square feet). They are proposing 73 on-site parking spaces. They plan to utilize a shared parking 
arrangement with the church to use 29 of the church’s parking spaces, for a total of 102 parking spaces available 
to be used for the new office. The church is required to have 80 total spaces (400 seats with a requirement of 
one space per five seats). The church will have 250 spaces on their property once subdivided. A shared parking 
arrangement will be executed, and will carry forward with the property if sold. 
 
Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment 
 
Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No comment 
 
Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment 
 
Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment 
 
Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment 
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SUMMARY

- 10,000 SF(+/-) PER FLOOR

- 30,000 SF(+/-) TOTAL SF, FOR THREE STORY BUILDING 

- LANDSCAPE REDUCTION OF 15%(+/-) FOR REQUIRED PARKING

- 73 ON-SITE PARKING SPACES

- 29 SHARED PARKING SPACES

- 102 PARKING SPACES TOTAL 
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1 JULIA TUTWILER
TUSCALOOSA, AL
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