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ZBA-06-22 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Property Owner ( ) Petitioner (x)  
Winter McFarland LLC 
 
Requested Action and Purpose  
Petition for a use variance to allow a bar/tavern that exceeds the maximum allowable occupancy of 100 
occupants 
 
Location and Existing Zoning  
516 Greensboro Avenue. Zoned BC (DROD). (Council District 4) 
 
Size and Existing Land Use 
Approximately 0.08 acres, Commercial   
 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning  
North: Vacant, BC (DROD) 
East: Commercial, BC (DROD) 
South: Commercial, BC (DROD) 
West: Commercial, BC (DROD) 
 
Applicable Regulations  
Sec. 24-229. - Permitted, conditional and prohibited uses. 
 
(b) Restricted uses. 
 

(1) Bar/tavern. The use of bar/tavern is a conditional use subject to review and approval by the city council 
within the D/R Overlay District's BC Central Business District and BN Neighborhood Commercial District, 
excluding property with Queen City Avenue frontage. The use is limited to one per block face and no 
closer in proximity than fifty (50) feet proximity to a like establishment, and subject to the conditional 
use criteria as outlined below. 
 

a. Along University Boulevard, between 21st Avenue and 28th Avenue, and along Greensboro 
Avenue, between the Black Warrior River and 7th Street, the use of bar/tavern is limited to one 
per block face and a maximum allowable occupancy not exceeding one hundred (100) 
occupants. Along University Boulevard and Greensboro Avenue outside of the boundaries 
mentioned, the use is prohibited. 

 
SUMMARY  
The petitioner is requesting a use variance to allow a bar/tavern that exceeds the maximum allowable 
occupancy of 100 occupants in the Downtown/Riverfront Overlay District. The proposal is for the expansion of 
Icon into the adjacent property, which was formerly a restaurant. Bars/Taverns that fall within the Downtown 
Riverfront Overlay District (DROD), with frontage along Greensboro and University, were prohibited before 
2019. Icon was considered legal non-conforming at this time. However, City Council enacted Ordinance No. 
8832, in July of 2019, to allow small bars/taverns in these areas, with conditions. One of these conditions 
includes the occupancy restriction of no more than 100 occupants. Per the City of Tuscaloosa Fire Marshal, 
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expansion into the adjacent property will increase the occupancy of Icon, from 70 to 128 total occupants. There 
is an existing door connecting the properties from the interior, which allows for the additional 58 occupants. 
The petitioner has stated they will only utilize the dining area, and the existing kitchen area will not be used.  
 
Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment 
 
Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No comment  
 
Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment 
 
Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment 
 
Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment 
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