
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT STAFF REPORT

September 26, 2022

1 | P a g e

ZBA-116-22

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property Owner (X) Petitioner (X) 

Karl Sodergren

Requested Action and Purpose 

Petition for a variance from the residential setback regulations to allow the construction of a single-family home 

Location and Existing Zoning 

1218 14th Street. Zoned R-3. (Council District 4)

Size and Existing Land Use

Approximately 0.12 acres, Single-family residential

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

North: Single-family residence, R-3

East: Single-family residence, R-3

South: UA Building, I

West: Single-family residence, R-3

Applicable Regulations 

Sec. 24-35. - Yards and usable open space.

(a) Front Yard. For every lot in a residential district abutting on a street, front yards of the following 

minimum depth shall be provided:

Residence Districts Minimum Depth

R-3 25 Feet

Sec. 24-35. - Yards and usable open space.

(b) Side Yards. For every building in a residence district, other than an RMH Mobilehome District, side 

yards of the following minimum widths (in feet) shall be provided:

Required Side Yards  

R-3

Two (2) side yards required. Aggregate width 

of both yards
14 Feet

Least width of either yard 5

SUMMARY 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTIIIREDIRE_S24-35YAUSOPSP
https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTIIIREDIRE_S24-35YAUSOPSP
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The petitioner is requesting a variance to allow the construction of a single-family home within a similar 

footprint as the current non-conforming structure. The petitioner is requesting to build the home in line with 

the adjacent structures, which sit approximately 10’ from the front property line. In addition, the request is to 

allow side setbacks of approximately 5’ from the Eastern property line, and 4’ from the Western property line. 

The property was previously approved in 2018 for a similar concept, however the petitioner did not pull the 

building permits in time, and the approval expired. The previous approval had the following conditions:

 Building permit must be obtained, or you must amend the existing building permit

 Must remove HVAC from the public alley

 The building must meet fire codes

Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: If approved, staff recommends the approval be contingent on 

the same conditions as the previous approval.

Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No violations found or complaints received

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment
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