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ZBA-04-23

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property Owner ( ) Petitioner (X) 

Al Cabaniss

Requested Action and Purpose 

A variance from the University Residential District regulations and a special exception from the off-street parking 

regulations

Location and Existing Zoning 

808 Gene Stallings Avenue. Zoned RMF-2U. (Council District 4)

Size and Existing Land Use

Approximately 0.42 acres, Multi-family Residential 

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

North: Multi-family residential, RMF-2U

East: Multi-family residential (under construction), RMF-2U 

South: Multi-family residential, RMF-2U

West: Multi-family residential, RMF-2U

Applicable Regulations 

Sec. 24-91. – Special exceptions. 

(8) Decrease in required parking

DISCRETIONARY

a. The applicant should demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that, based on the nature of the business 

and prior experience with such businesses, a reduced number of off-street parking spaces will meet 

reasonably foreseeable requirements. The board should take into account, however, the possibility that 

the property concerned might change hands in the future and be used for a purpose requiring more 

parking.

Sec. 24-223. – University Residential District (URD) residential district regulations. 

(a) Rules applicable to all development sites. 

(1) Site elements.

a. Parking.

1. One parking space per bedroom is required.

d. Sidewalks.

1. Sidewalks shall be installed along all street frontages as needed for pedestrian mobility or 

safety and appropriate to the location, unless deemed impractical or unfeasible by the 

zoning official.

2. For property zoned RMF-2U no landscaped strip shall be required between the street and 

sidewalk on property east of Gene Stallings Avenue. Instead, trees shall be placed in 

grates with tree guards between the sidewalk and street, incorporating the provisions of 

the right-of-way landscape requirements of subsection (a)(4)b. West of Gene Stallings 

Avenue, there shall be a landscaped strip at least five (5) feet wide between the street and 

sidewalk. The landscaped strip shall be grass, landscaping, or trees, and shall incorporate 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTVIISPEX_S24-91SPEX
https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXVIUNUDE_S24-223UNREDIURREDIRE
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the provisions of the right-of-way landscape requirements of subsection (a)(4)b. 

Additionally, bollards shall be used between the street and sidewalk at intervals of four 

(4) feet unless deemed impractical or unfeasible by the zoning official.

3. hhh

(c) RMF-2U use and development standards

(3) Lot Standards.

d. Townhouse:

1. Definition: A row of three (3) or more dwellings flush against each other at the sides or 

attached at the sides by party walls, on individual lots, each unit of which is designed as a 

separate permanent residence for one family, not including U-rowhouses. No single row 

of townhouses shall exceed three hundred (300) feet in length.

2. Area: Not specified.

3. Width: Lot width per dwelling unit for townhouses shall be determined by the width of 

the townhouses and the requirement for a seven (7) foot side yard at each end of a row. 

No minimum width of townhouses is prescribed, provided that no townhouse shall be 

less than one-third (⅓) as wide as it is deep.

4. Setbacks:

(i) Front yard: Ten (10) feet. For corner lots, the front yard abutting a secondary 

street shall be five (5) feet.

SUMMARY 

The petitioner is requesting a variance to reduce the required front yard setback on the primary street. The 

proposed development includes seven townhouses, with five bedrooms in each townhome. The petitioner was 

able to revise the drawings and is now proposing thirty-six (36) parking spaces, which meets the required thirty-

five (35) parking spaces. Therefore, a special exception from the parking is no longer required. The petitioner also 

proposes to construct three additional spaces in the public right-of-way along 8th street. The petitioner is 

requesting a variance from the front setbacks along Gene Stallings Ave due to the narrow right-of-way along this 

portion of the road which prohibits this development from conforming to the code that requires a 5 foot 

landscaped strip between the street and the sidewalk. The petitioner proposes to dedicate four (4) feet of right-of-

way, build a two (2) foot landscaped strip and a seven (7) foot sidewalk, but requests a variance to allow front 

setbacks of six (6) feet. This will provide ample room for the landscaping, as well as the construction of a 

standard sidewalk, therefore ensuring public safety is maintained.    

Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment 

Codes and Development Services: No violations found or complaints received 

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Tuscaloosa Fire and Rescue Service: No comment
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