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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property Owner (X) Petitioner (X) 

Mark Booth

Requested Action and Purpose 

Appealing the ruling of the Zoning Officer regarding a freestanding sign

Location and Existing Zoning 

1217 Greensboro Avenue. Zoned BC-DROD. (Council District 4)

Size and Existing Land Use

Approximately 0.5 acres, Multi-family residential

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

North: Commercial, BC-DROD

East: Commercial, BGO-DROD

South: Jemison-Van De Graaff Mansion, BN-H

West: Commercial, BGO-H

Applicable Regulations 

Sec. 24-135. – Permitted and allowed signs.

(5) Freestanding signs in the (BC) Central Business district. Freestanding signs are prohibited in the (BC) 

Central Business district.

Sec. 24-138. – Nonconforming, illegal and abandoned signs. 

(2) Abandoned signs. Except as otherwise provided in this article, any sign that is located on property 

which, for a period of greater than ninety (90) days, becomes vacant and unoccupied, pertains to a 

business which does not maintain a current business license, or pertains to a time, event or purpose 

which no longer applies, shall be deemed to have been abandoned. Any abandoned sign shall be 

prohibited and shall be removed by the owner of the sign or the owner of the property. The frame of an 

abandoned sign shall not be required to be removed if it conforms to all applicable terms contained in 

these regulations (including the sign face area for sign replacement yielded by such frame).

Any sign structure which supported an abandoned sign and which structure conforms to all applicable terms 

contained in these regulations shall be allowed to remain in place. However, in the event a sign structure which 

supported or supports an abandoned sign is inconsistent with any term contained in these regulations (including 

the sign face area for sign replacement yielded by the frame), then the sign structure and frame shall be either 

altered to comply with the terms contained herein or removed by the owner of such structure or property.

SUMMARY 

The petitioner is appealing the decision of the Zoning Officer for an abandoned sign on the property. As of 

November 2022, the sign structure has remained unchanged, and is now considered abandoned. Freestanding 

signs are not permitted in the BC zoning district, therefore this sign was already considered non-conforming.  

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-135PEALSI
https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-138NOILABSI


ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT STAFF REPORT

March 27, 2023

2 | P a g e

Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment. 

Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: Urban Development received a complaint about the overall 

condition of this property.  Codes & Development Services found several violations, including the abandoned 

sign pole.  Sec. 24-138 (2) states “in the event a sign structure which supported or supports an abandoned sign 

is inconsistent with any term contained in these regulations… then the sign structure and frame shall be either 

altered to comply with the terms contained herein or removed by the owner of such structure or property.”  

This property is zoned BC (Central Business).  Sec. 24-135 (5) states “Freestanding signs are prohibited in the 

(BC) Central Business district.”  Therefore, the abandoned sign pole is inconsistent with the regulations and 

must be removed.

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment 

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment
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