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ZBA-23-23

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Property Owner ( ) Petitioner (X) 

CenterPoint Integrated Solutions for CarMax Auto Superstores Inc. (Kirsten Cowan)

Requested Action and Purpose 

Petition for a special exception to allow a temporary modular office

Location and Existing Zoning 

3427 Skyland Boulevard East. Zoned BH. (Council District 6)

Size and Existing Land Use

Approximately 11.7 acres, Commercial

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 

North: Commercial, BH and MG

East: Commercial, BH

South: Single-family residence, R-2

West: Commercial, BH

Applicable Regulations 

Sec. 24-91. – Special exceptions.

(38) Temporary mobile or modular office in commercial and industrial sites

PRIMARY

a. The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board that there are serious practical reasons to 

use a mobile or modular unit rather than conventional construction.

DISCRETIONARY

b. Whenever possible, placement of the unit should be tied to a specific length of time or to the occurrence 

of a specific event. The unit shall be moved promptly after expiration of the allotted time, unless extended 

by the board.

c. The unit should blend with nearby structures on the premises or the surrounding area, should have tie-

downs and underpinning, and if feasible, not be easily visible from surrounding property or a public 

street.

SUMMARY 

The petitioner is requesting for a special exception to use an existing module office. The modular office is 

approximately 1700 square feet. CarMax is currently under contract to purchase the property and expect to close 

on the property in September of this year. Per the petitioner, they are on track to apply for a Land Development 

Permit this month, and a Commercial Building Permit by August. CarMax plans to utilize the modular office to 

hold dealer-only auction events that are closed to the general public. 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTVIISPEX_S24-91SPEX
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Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: The modular office has been on this site since June of 2011, 

after a special exception was granted to Torrey Cochrane. Following this approval, three additional requests were 

made to the Zoning Board of Adjustment by Mr. Cochrane in 2013, 2015 and 2018 to extend the time in which 

the modular office would be permitted. The petitions were approved in 2013 and 2015, however the petition made 

in 2018 was denied. Mr. Cochrane appealed the denial to Circuit Court, where a settlement was made with the 

City. This settlement allowed Mr. Cochrane to keep the modular office for three additional years, or until 

November of 2023. The settlement was accompanied by restrictions which prohibit Mr. Cochrane or any of his 

representatives from petitioning for additional special exceptions. 

Office of Urban Development, Code Enforcement: No violations found or complaints received

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment 

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment
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