
Lake	Tuscaloosa	Code	Amendments



Code	Revisions

Ø New Standards for Lake Tuscaloosa
Ø Adopted unanimously by Council Dec. 12, 2017

Ø Fee Changes
Ø Structure………………$100
Ø Dredging………………$100
Ø Seawall………………..$50
Ø Electrical………………$50
Ø Clearing……………….$50

Ø Combined Permit
Ø Excluding dredging, all permits………….$200

Ø Re-Inspection Fee
Ø If you’re not ready or didn’t address prior noted 

violations……………………………………$25



Code	Revisions

Ø Annual User Fee
Ø Increased to……….….$50
Ø Late fee….………….…$50

Ø Inspections
Ø Notice shall be given a minimum of 1 business day 

(24 hours) prior to an inspection
Ø Rough-In Inspections are required, work enclosed 

prior to inspection will not be passed
Ø Pumps

Ø Initial Fee…………………...$250
Ø Annual Additional Fee……..$50
Ø No submersible pumps allowed
Ø No pump lower than 229’ in elevation MSL
Ø No metal pump/piping components shall be 

permitted in the water
Ø Wired on the pier-side of the disconnecting means



Electrical	Requirements

Ø “Prior to the issuance or renewal of an annual 
structure user permit for 2018, every structure, 
permitted in this division, which has electrical 
service must be inspected for compliance with 
Sec. 18-87(c)(10), and an inspection report 
completed on a form established by the director.  
Said inspection must be performed by a State of 
Alabama Licensed Electrical Contractor of 
Professional Electrical Engineer licensed to do 
business in the City of Tuscaloosa”

Ø Effective January 1st, 2020 once every four years 
every structure with electrical service shall be 
inspected as described above.



Inspection	Report



Inspection	Report



Electrical	Datum	Plane



Electrical	Datum	Plane

Ø $30,000-$100,000 depending 
on size, depth, soil 
conditions, etc.

Ø Can utilize more property, 
park on top, etc.

Ø If utilized can deduct a 
majority of the piping, 
portions of road/parking 
costs, inlets, etc.

Ø Great for urbanized areas
Ø Many cities utilizing pavers to 

solve drainage issues in low-
lying and flood prone areas



Other	notable	changes

Ø All docks with electrical moving forward will require a plan to be submitted 
certified by a licensed electrical contractor or a professional engineer as 
meeting the requirements of the NEC and this the City code.

Ø No permit shall be issued if more than 1 volt of current is detected in the 
water when tested from the pier until remedial measures approved by the 
director have been completed.

Ø It shall be unlawful for any person to use or occupy, or allow to be used or 
occupied any pier or structure without a valid structure user permit.

Ø Any licensed electrical contractor or professional electrical engineer 
making an inspection pursuant to this article must notify the director of any 
hazardous conditions discovered.



Questions?

Josh Yates
Watershed Manager
(205)759-2316
JDYATES@TUSCALOOSA.COM


