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Historic Preservation Commission 
Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date: April 14, 2021 
Case #: HPC 15-21 
 
 
Site Address:   557 20th Ave  

Parcel ID:   31-05-22-1-107-034.001    
Applicant:   Charles Spurlin 
Owner:   Charles Spurlin  
 

 
Proposed Work: Petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior 

alterations on the structure  
Current Zoning: BN-H (DROD) 

 
  
Historic District:  Druid City 
Architectural Style: N/A 
Year Built: Circa 1950 
Contributing:  No 
Historic Survey: Druid City Historic District: 
 
Resource 26. 1925 University Boulevard. Shell Service Station-Innisfree. Circa 1950. One story, 
common bond brick, free standing commercial building with flat composition roof, stepped 
parapet with tile coping, canted entrance with single leaf plate glass door appointed with 
transom, four pane windows appointed with transom, soldier brick lintel and rowlock brick sill, 
pilasters, patio with shed roof, brick columns, brick closed rail balustrade. Originally a service 
station, this building was altered to accommodate a bar and restaurant circa 2009. (Sanborn 
Map Company 1923-1967). NC 
 

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
 
At this south eastern corner of the building, the petitioner is proposing an addition on the side 
adjacent to the parking area near the rear of the property. The proposed addition is 8 x 4, and 
will use Trex siding with steel doors. The siding is proposed to match the planter beds along the 
patio, and the steel doors will match what currently exists on the rear of the structure. The 
proposed addition will be used as a mop closet for the restaurant, providing a space to store 
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the mops that are currently stored outside and visible to the public. The roof will be a standing 
seam metal roof.  
 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 
The addition will not be easily visible from the public right-of-way, and seems to be consistent 
with the materials used on the planter beds around the patio as well as the existing doors on 
the rear of the structure. This seems to be cohesive with the current design of the existing 
building, and does not seem to take away from the overall continuity of the structure or 
surrounding buildings (DG, 14). Steel doors are listed under inappropriate materials for doors, 
however the Guidelines specifically state metal can be used “for security doors on the rear or 
side of the house or other appropriate situations” (DG, 30). This seems to be an appropriate 
situation for the use of metal doors. The roofing material is an appropriate roofing material as 
listed on page 31 of the Guidelines.  

 
APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES:  
 
Additions 
New additions to existing buildings are common, but there are certain guidelines that should be 
followed in order to respect the architectural integrity of the individual building and the district 
as a whole. Property owners considering making an addition to an existing building should ask 
themselves three questions:  

1. Does the proposed addition preserve significant existing materials and features? 
2. Does the proposed addition preserve the character of the building and the 
surrounding context?  
3. Does the proposed addition protect the significance of the building by making a visual 
distinction between old and new? 
 

Overall Continuity  
- Maintain the overall continuity of the district and its aspect and character, especially as 

viewed from public rights-of-way 
 
 
Roofs  

- Preserve the original roof form, pitch and overhang of all structures, and use roof 
materials appropriate to the form and pitch of the roof.  

- Preserve the character of the original roofing materials and details.  
- Retain elements such as chimneys, skylights, and light wells that contribute to the style 

and character of the structure.  
- Use roofing materials similar to those used in the district and that are comparable in style, 

shape, and color as those found on surrounding structures.  
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Examples of Appropriate Roof Materials: 
- Slate  
- Tile  
- Metal of appropriate style, gauge, 

color, and fastening system based on 
the type of structure  

- Wood shingle  
- Cement fiber shingle  
- Asphalt or fiberglass shingle  
- Built-up or membrane on slopes of 3- 

and-12 or less where hidden by 
parapets 

Examples of Inappropriate Roof Materials: 
- Corrugated fiberglass  
- Asphalt roll roofing 
- Built-up membrane on slopes greater 

than 3-and-12  
- Corrugated metal or tin 

 

 
Entrances and Doorways  

- Maintain the historic character of the building entrance.  
- Retain historic doors and openings, together with any moldings, transoms, or sidelights.  

 
Examples of Appropriate Materials: 

- Wood panel  
- Wood panel with glass lights  
- Leaded glass with lead cams  
- Aluminum-clad wood  
- Fiberglass 

Examples of Inappropriate Materials: 
- Metal, except for security doors on 

rear or side of the house or other 
appropriate situations, with simulated 
divided lights and internal muntins. 
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