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Historic Preservation Commission 
Staff Report 

 
Meeting Date: April 14, 2021 
Case #: HPC 14-21 
 
 
Site Address:   1700 3rd Street 

Parcel ID:   31-06-14-3-009-004.000    
Applicant:   Kelly Fitts  
Owner:   Festus LLC 
 

 
Proposed Work: Petition for a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior 

alterations on the structure  
Current Zoning: R-1 

 
  
Historic District:  Pinehurst 
Architectural Style: N/A 
Year Built: Circa 1920 
Contributing:  No 
Historic Survey: Pinehurst Historic District:  

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: 
The petitioner is proposing to make several modifications to the exterior of the property. On 
the east elevation, the paneling surrounding two basement apartment doors will be replaced 
with Hardi board siding to match the existing. The brick frame around the doors and windows 
on this level will be painted white to match the new and existing siding. The air conditioning 
unit will be removed from the existing window box and the original single pane casement 
window will be reinstalled.  
 
The second window on the paneled portion of the west elevation will be replaced with a 
smaller window and framed with siding to match existing. The proposed smaller window will 
have a 4-over-1 grid pattern in an effort to keep similar pane sizes as the existing windows. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS: 
The change in material on the basement level to Hardi board paneling seems to be appropriate 
in achieving a cohesive appearance with the rest of the exterior surfaces (DG, 63). Painting the 
paneling and brick the same color as the other paneled areas does not seem to take away from 
the character of the core brick component of the structure (DG, 43). Removal of the air 
conditioning unit from the basement window and replacement with the original window seems 
to be appropriate and seems to restore the home’s character due to the eastern elevation 
being visible from street. Replacement of existing wood window on western elevation with 
smaller window of similar material and style seems to be appropriate given the number of 
windows on this façade. The replacement window on the west elevation will change in design 
and dimension, but will match the existing casement windows on the east elevation on the 
basement level. The Guidelines state that the original window size and glazing pattern should 
be maintained, however the proposed window will match existing windows on the house (DG, 
78). 

 
 
APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Design Guidelines Relative to Windows and Doors (DG, 78-79) 
Windows 

• Design new construction so that the rhythm, patterns, and ratio of solid to void (walls to 
windows and doors) on public facades are compatible with those of adjacent 
contributing buildings. 

• Design new construction so that the size and proportion (ratio of width to height) of 
window and door openings of primary facades are similar to and compatible with those 
on facades of adjacent contributing buildings. 

• Use doors and windows whose size, proportions and degree of setback from the 
exterior wall are similar to those of historic designs used in the district. 

• Maintain the original number, location, size, and glazing pattern of windows on primary 
building elevations. 

• Maintain historic window openings and proportions. 
• Permanently affixed internal and external muntins should be employed where 

appropriate. 

Examples of Appropriate Window Materials: 
 
• Wood sash windows in double-hung, single-

hung, and casement styles 
• Aluminum-clad wood 
• Fiberglass (Pella, Marvin, or equal) that 

mimics wood 
• Steel, if original to the structure 
• Composite material with wood sash, frame, 

and glides 

Examples of Inappropriate Window Materials: 
 
• Aluminum or vinyl  
• Snap-in or artificial muntins 
• Reflective or tinted glass 
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Design Guidelines Relative to Porch Alterations (DG, 50) 
 
Porches and Railings 

• Maintain and repair historic porches to reflect their historic period and the relationship 
to the structure. 

• Use materials that blend with the style of the structure or other structures in the 
district. Balustrades of stairs and ramps should match the design and materials of the 
porch or be unobtrusive.  

• Do not permit enclosure of front porches. Where rear or side porches are to be 
enclosed, the enclosure shall preserve the original configuration of columns, handrails 
and other important architectural elements. 

 
Design Guidelines Relative to Change in Material and Painting of Materials (DG, 43 + 63) 
 
Design Character  

• Respect the original design character of the structure.  
• Express the character of the structure—do not attempt to make it appear older or 

younger than it is.  
• Do not obscure or confuse the essential form and character of the original structure.  
• Do not allow alterations to hinder the ability to interpret the design character of the 

historic period of the district. 
 
Replacing Original Features  

• Base replacement of missing architectural elements on accurate duplications of original 
features, substantiated by physical or pictorial evidence.  

• Use materials similar to those employed historically, taking care to match design, color, 
texture, and other visual qualities.  

• Employ new design that relates in style, size, scale and material wherever 
reconstruction of an element is not possible due to lack of historical evidence. 

 
Materials  

• Maintain original materials and finishes.  
• Retain and repair original siding, generally avoiding the use of synthetic siding. When 

replacement is required, use like-kind materials that conform to the original in profile 
and dimension, unless such materials are not available. 

 

• Cellular PVC material (All-Season or equal) 
that mimics wood Monarch M-Cell vinyl-
clad window,  

• Hurd vinyl-clad window, or equal that 
mimics wood 
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Zach Ponds

From: Kelly Fitts <Kelly@fittsarchitects.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2021 4:25 PM
To: Zach Ponds; Caitlin Giles
Subject: Re: FW: 1700 3rd St Expedited Review Items

CAUTION: External email. 

 

 

Good afternoon,  

 

I will submit the expedited review soon.   

 

Regarding the questions you have, responses are below in blue: 

 

 

The following items are considered major work and will be presented to the HPC. 

‐          Replace two wood columns on front porch (DG 50) (I am removing this from the application.  The area is too 
small to handle more columns) 
‐          Paint the brick around windows and door frames (DG 43) 
‐          Replace paneling surrounding 2 basement doors with hardi board (DG 63) 
‐          Installation of new small window in place of air conditioning unit (DG 79) 
‐          Replace one existing wood window with smaller window (DG 78) 

  

In order to complete our report we need a few more details from you. Please respond with specifications 
on the following: 

‐          Please provide the grid pattern for all new proposed windows –  
1) in replacement of AC unit on lowest level ( we will use the original sash that we located in the basement. They 
match the sash next to it.  A single pane casement.) 
2) next to door on lowest level   ( we will remove this from the application since it is too expensive to break 
through the concrete wall.)  
3) new smaller window on west elevation  ‐ ( The grid pattern will be 4 over 1.  Most existing windows are 6 over 
1 but this smaller window would end up with panes too small if we matched that pattern. We are trying to keep 
the pane size similar to the existing.) 
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‐          What color will the brick be painted? white 
‐          Will proposed columns match what’s existing in material and design? (we are removing this from the 
application.) 
‐          Please provide spec sheet for new stone walkway  (here is a link to the paver we will use. 
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Corso‐Italia‐24‐in‐x‐24‐in‐Alpe‐Greige‐Porcelain‐Paver‐AY5Z/206946577 
 
Please let me know if you need anything else.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Kelly 
 
 

 
On Tue, Mar 23, 2021 at 2:59 PM Zach Ponds <zponds@tuscaloosa.com> wrote: 

Here is what we need from you. Let me know if you get this email. 

  

Thanks, 
Zach 

  

Zach Ponds, CNU-A 

Associate Director of Planning 

Office of Urban Development 

City of Tuscaloosa 

Desk (205) 248-5132 

zponds@tuscaloosa.com  

  

This message may contain confidential and/or proprietary information and is intended for the person/entity to 
whom it was originally addressed. Any use by others is strictly prohibited. 

  

From: Caitlin Giles <cgiles@tuscaloosa.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 8:36 AM 
To: kelly@fittsarchitects.com 
Cc: Zach Ponds <zponds@tuscaloosa.com> 
Subject: 1700 3rd St Expedited Review Items 
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Hi Kelly,  

  

We have received your Certificate of Appropriateness Application for 1700 3rd St and determined that the 
following items can be approved internally via expedited review. 

-          Add shutters to front windows (DG 16) 

-          Remove front concrete walk and replace with stone walkway (DG 74+75) 

-          Replace existing doors with ½ glass doors (DG 22)  

-          Remove window air conditioner (DG 70) 

-          New gravel for paving area (DG 45) 

-          Patch and repair siding on west elevation (DG 62) 

  

Please complete the attached Expedited Review Application with the items listed above. No need to attach 
additional information since it has already been provided. Once we receive the Expedited Review Application 
and sign off on it, you can move forward with the above work.  

  

The following items are considered major work and will be presented to the HPC.  

-          Replace two wood columns on front porch (DG 50) 

-          Paint the brick around windows and door frames (DG 43) 

-          Replace paneling surrounding 2 basement doors with hardi board (DG 63) 

-          Installation of new small window in place of air conditioning unit (DG 79) 

-          Replace one existing wood window with smaller window (DG 78) 

  

In order to complete our report we need a few more details from you. Please respond with specifications 
on the following:  

-          Please provide the grid pattern for all new proposed windows – 1) in replacement of AC unit on lowest 
level 2) next to door on lowest level 3) new smaller window on west elevation  

-          What color will the brick be painted? 

-          Will proposed columns match what’s existing in material and design? 



4

-          Please provide spec sheet for new stone walkway  

  

Expect to receive notifications soon for the HPC meeting on April 14th, when your petition will be presented.  

  

Thanks, 

  

Caitlin Giles 

Planner 

Office of Urban Development 

City of Tuscaloosa 

Desk (205) 248-5137 

cgiles@tuscaloosa.com  

  

 
 
 
--  
Kelly Fitts 
Interior Designer,  LEED GA 
  
FITTS ARCHITECTS, INC. 
1606 Bryant Drive 
Tuscaloosa, AL  35401 
  
w 205-759-5792 
c 205-792-2948 
  
 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  
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