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ZBA-38-20 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Property Owner (X) Petitioner (X)  
B&E Enterprises, LLC 
 
Requested Action and Purpose  
A variance from the billboard regulations 
 
Location and Existing Zoning  
1241 McFarland Boulevard East. Zoned MX-5. (Council District 5) 
 
Size and Existing Land Use 
Approximately 0.81 acres, Business 
 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning  
North: Vacant Lot, MX-5 
East: Vacant Lot, MX-5 
South: 13th St E 
West: McFarland Blvd E 
 
Applicable Regulations  
Sec. 24-138. - Nonconforming, illegal and abandoned signs. 
 
(2) Abandoned signs. Except as otherwise provided in this article, any sign that is located on property which, for 
a period of greater than ninety (90) days, becomes vacant and unoccupied, pertains to a business which does 
not maintain a current business license, or pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies, shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned.  

 
Any abandoned sign shall be prohibited and shall be removed by the owner of the sign or the owner of the 
property. The frame of an abandoned sign shall not be required to be removed if it conforms to all applicable 
terms contained in these regulations (including the sign face area for sign replacement yielded by such frame). 

 
Any sign structure which supported an abandoned sign and which structure conforms to all applicable terms 
contained in these regulations shall be allowed to remain in place. However, in the event a sign structure which 
supported or supports an abandoned sign is inconsistent with any term contained in these regulations (including 
the sign face area for sign replacement yielded by the frame), then the sign structure and frame shall be either 
altered to comply with the terms contained herein or removed by the owner of such structure or property. 
 
(5) Variances. It is the explicit intent that this section be enacted to accomplish the purposes as set forth in 
subparagraph (1) and any variance granted by the zoning board of adjustment would be detrimental to these 
purposes. Accordingly, the board of adjustment should only grant a variance for an extreme hardship. Acts of 
God and economic conditions shall not be considered hardships for purposes of this subsection. 
(Ord. No. 7178, 12-4-07) 
 
 
 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-138NOILABSI
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Sec. 24-304. - Permitted use table. 
 
Off-Site signs are not allowed by right or special exception in the the MX-5 zoning district. 
 
SUMMARY 
The petition for a variance from the billboard regulations at 1241 McFarland Boulevard East was first heard by 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment on August 24, 2020 and has been continued each month since. 
 
The petitioner is requesting a variance from the billboard regulations to allow the continued use of a billboard 
that has been deemed abandoned by the city. Until recently, the board at 13th Street East and McFarland 
Boulevard East has functioned as a legal nonconforming billboard (Sec. 24-138(1)) – it was/is nonconforming 
because off-site signs are not permitted in areas zoned MX-5 (or any other MX- district). 
 
Staff received a complaint about the board located at 13th Street East and McFarland Boulevard East on March 
23. The board was in a state of disrepair and the power meter had been removed. We documented it and the 
Zoning Officer determined that the board was not advertising anything in its state (due to the status of the 
vinyl). 
 
On June 22, a period greater than 90 days had transpired where the sign sat vacant and unoccupied (See Sec. 
24-138(2)), and the Zoning Officer, determined that the sign was abandoned and staff began the process to get 
the sign removed. 
 
Office of Urban Development, Planning Division: No comment 

Office of Urban Development, Building and Inspections Division: No comment 

Infrastructure and Public Services, Engineering Division: No comment 

Fire and Rescue Department, Fire Administration: No comment 

https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-138NOILABSI
https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-138NOILABSI
https://library.municode.com/al/tuscaloosa/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CO_CH24ZO_ARTXBISI_S24-138NOILABSI
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